Nanticoke Energy Centre - Summary of Proposed Project

CPV Canada Development (the Proponent) has, for the past year, been in process of planning a 1,200 MW natural gas-fired generating facility for the Nanticoke area, 5 km from the existing Nanticoke Generating Station.  (see map, attached)
The plant, when completed, will have a generation capacity approximately 1/3 of what is produced at Nanticoke GS, and will employ 25-30 full time workers.

The new facility is designed for providing intermediate electricity needs with the potential for baseload electricity and will connect to the grid via a 230 kv interconnection to be constructed along the eastern boundary of the site.  Construction is expected to commence early in 2010.

This plant, along with another facility proposed for the Kitchener-Waterloo area, would replace the Nanticoke Generating Station, impacting 600 full time workers and their families.  The additional contractor and temporary employees, numbering in the hundreds, working at the Nanticoke plant would also be impacted.

The project required amendments to zoning by-laws and Official Plan amendments.  These requested changes were passed by Haldimand County on Dec 22, 2008.  The CAE Alliance attempted to have this meeting adjourned to allow a presentation of additional information but was turned down.  A written submission was provided to council, but they would not formally consider it, in spite of their legal requirements to actively seek the views and participation of the public prior to deciding upon matters relating to the Official Plan, or zoning by-law.

Present Situation

The  Environmental Assessment Act of Ontario requires that, for electricity projects such as this, the Proponent must complete a study of the social and environmental effects and impacts of the proposed power plant (Environmental Review Report) .  Once completed, the Report is to be made public, and any interested party has 30 days to review the report.
The Proponent has completed this Environmental Review Report and submitted it to the Director, Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch, Ministry of the Environment.  

The Environmental Review Report can be viewed at http://www.public-participation.ca or, a copy can be viewed at the Haldimand County offices, the County library branch at Jarvis or Selkirk.  (See the Proponent's Notice of Completion for more information.) 
Members of the public, or other interested parties that have outstanding environmental concerns may make a written request to the Director to elevate the project to an Individual Environmental Assessment.  Following that, if the concerned party is not satisfied with the Director's decision, a request can be made to have the Minister of the Environment review the project and concerns.
If no elevation requests are received during the review period, the requirements of the Environmental Screening Process will be deemed to have been met. 

The proponent can proceed to construct the project, subject to any other required approvals.
According to the requirements, environment includes the following, and the Proponent must consider each of:

(i) air, land or water;

(ii) plant and animal life, including man;

(iii) the social, economic and cultural conditions that influence the life of man or a community;

(iv) any building, structure, machine of other device or thing made by man;

(v) any solid, liquid, gas, odour, heat, vibration or radiation resulting directly or indirectly from the activities of man,

or;

(vi) any part of combination of the foregoing and the interrelationships between any two or more of them.
The CAE Alliance Request for Elevation will be available for viewing on the website, by Thursday, January 8, 2009.
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