CAE Alliance Submission to OPA 

Natural Gas Use

-general feeling – including CAE – too much gas
-sufficient pipeline transport into Ontario?

-storage facilities – less gas stored in summer could mean shortfall in winter

-oil use 

-risks

-infrastructure costs

Social Acceptability
-do not sell the public – tell the public the truth

Near & Mid Term Concerns

-2007-2010

2011-2015

-coal gone

-gas prices starting to rise due to Alberta depletion

-less than 2000 MW renewables

-2012 or 2017 – Bruce transmission line – generation rejection 

-stranded assets in SW Ontario where natural gas plants are cited

- has the OPA reviewed the energy stability and capability of NE part of N America? – they talk imports as though a sure thing

-transmission big priority – enough trained staff to get these projects done?

-in the “overlap” period in our area – LGS will run first, then imports, then gas due to market pricing
General Comments

- at workshop – not sufficient representation from broad range of stakeholders, ie agricultural community

-no representation from other ministries including MOE, Ministry of Infrastructure & Devt – Industry & Trade

- too much government interference

- ideological and theoretical – therefore impractical 

- in the real world reliability and price matters

-plan – long term approach with respect to uncertainties – must anticipate, plan, ability to manage and respond to them

-this is described as “preliminary plan”  - because need to incorporate stakeholder feedback; finalized OEB guidelines for filing; areas of analysis yet to be completed, including environmental impacts; updates to come – however, much of the impt elements are already in the works and cannot be rescinded – wind, natural gas

-Coal replacement – part of govt policy that was not subject to review, all party agreement – public acceptance

Sustainability

-very weak

-40,000 GWhours of natural gas

- 6 bcm gas, then 7.5 – simply not sustainable

Costs

-price must reflect true cost of power

-compare costs without subsidies

-full costs must be disclosed

-domino effect costs – ie impact on industry 

